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“The conference program 

features an exceptionally 

rich and diverse range of 

presentations, panels, 

roundtables, and 

workshops that reflect the 

vitality and continued 

relevance of postcolonial 

studies today”  

President’s Report 

Azza Harras, PhD 

Assistant Professor, Department of English, Culture, and Communication  
Royal Military College 
 
Dear CAPS members and colleagues, 
 
It has been a tremendous honour to serve as President of the Canadian 
Association for Postcolonial Studies over the past two years. I would like to begin 
by thanking the CAPS Executive Committee, our membership, volunteers, and 
conference participants for their ongoing support, generosity, and commitment to 
sustaining such a vibrant intellectual community. 
 
Over the course of this term, CAPS has continued to grow as an important 
interdisciplinary space for conversations on postcolonialism, decolonization, 
ecological justice, migration, Indigenous solidarities, race, conflict, and global 
inequities. Last year’s conference was a particularly important milestone, bringing 
together an exceptional range of scholarly conversations that have already 
extended beyond the conference itself. One of the major outcomes has been the 
development of a forthcoming edited collection on postcolonial ecologies, 
sustainability, and ecological justice, currently under contract with Palgrave 
Macmillan. 
 
Another major achievement during this presidency has been the development of 
the CAPS–FHSS EDID initiative focused on Indigenizing and Decolonizing the 
Curriculum. This project received funding support from the Federation for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences and has been strengthened through collaboration 
with colleagues in the Indigenous Literary Studies Association. The project has 
evolved into an interdisciplinary initiative that now includes digital humanities aimed 
at supporting accessible and decolonial pedagogical resources. 
 
This year’s conference has also been tremendously exciting to organize. We are 
especially fortunate to welcome outstanding keynote and plenary speakers whose 
work continues to shape important conversations across literary studies, cultural 
studies, environmental humanities, and postcolonial scholarship. Alongside these 
keynote events, the conference program features an exceptionally rich and diverse 
range of presentations, panels, roundtables, and workshops that reflect the vitality 
and continued relevance of postcolonial studies today. 
 
As many of you know, this conference also marks an important leadership 
transition for CAPS. By the conclusion of this year’s conference, Dr. Prabjot 
Parmar will officially assume the role of President of CAPS. I am delighted to 
support this transition and look forward to seeing the association continue to 
flourish under new leadership. I will also be very happy to continue serving CAPS 
over the coming year as outgoing President in order to support continuity and 
assist the new executive where needed. 
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“We warmly welcome new 

voices and contributions to 

the association’s 

leadership” 

Finally, I would like to encourage members to consider nominating themselves, 
or colleagues, for the vacant Executive Committee positions that will be 
discussed during our Annual General Meeting. The continued strength and 
sustainability of CAPS depend greatly on the active participation and 
engagement of its members, and we warmly welcome new voices and 
contributions to the association’s leadership. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Azza Harras  
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“Our graduate student 

panels … span from 

theories of resistance to 

performance art; 

literature to politics; 

diaspora to Indigenous 

presences; racialization 

to academic freedom; and 

archives to AI futures”  

Graduate Student Representatives’ Report  

Susan Rajendran 

PhD Candidate, Department of Humanities  
York University  
 
As your Graduate Student Representatives, we encourage you to attend the 
CAPS 2026 conference, “Postcolonial Freedom(s),” held from Thursday, June 4 
to Saturday, June 6 at Concordia University (downtown campus), Montreal. The 
conference will be in hybrid format with both in-person and online presentations.  
 
Some of the highlights of this year’s conference include a joint CAPS/ACCUTE 
panel on “Teaching, Researching, and Writing Literature in Genocidal Times: 
Gaza in the Classroom,” keynote addresses by Prof. Janet Wilson and Prof. 
Donia Mounsef, and a plenary session that will look at “War, Memory, and the 
Afterlives of Violence.” Just as importantly, there will be a workshop on academic 
publishing with the Editorial Board of the Journal of Postcolonial Writing. 
 
Our graduate student panels exemplify a diversity and breadth of research 
interests. In brief, we would like to highlight the range of their scholarly 
significance that spans from theories of resistance to performance art; literature 
to politics; diaspora to Indigenous presences; racialization to academic freedom; 
and archives to AI futures.  
 

   
 

 

 
 

 

   
 In addition, don’t forget

 
two other major events. On Friday, June 5, the

 
Graduate 

Student Presentation Prize panel will be held between 5-6:30
 
pm, and the CAPS 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) will run from 7-8
 
pm.

 
All CAPS members are 

welcome at both events. We will be
 
seeking nominations for Graduate

 
Student 

Representatives
 
at the AGM, so please consider putting your name forward.

 
 
On a final note, I am happy to have served as a Graduate Student 
Representative for two terms with CAPS. As my term ends this June, I am sure 
that the incoming Graduate Student Representatives will also find the experience 
a very rich and rewarding one. I will be presenting a paper, “Writing with 
Freedom:  The Liberated Subject in the Work of Punyakante Wijenaike” at this 
year’s CAPS conference. I hope to see you there! 
 
Susan Rajendran 

We will also host a roundtable discussion for graduate students at this year’s 
conference on Saturday, June 6 from 3:30-5 pm. The session is called 
“Navigating Graduate Studies: Skills and Opportunities” – a friendly space where 
graduate students can come together and discuss the challenges of navigating 
the twin goals of scholarly and professional development. At present, university 
students are under immense financial strain and struggling, all the more, with 
pressures, both new and ongoing, in academia. We understand how the present 
reality hampers our ability to put our best work forward, where scholarly rigour 
and time management are needed in equal measure for success. Therefore, we 
would like this session to serve as a great opportunity for sharing our 
experiences and for exploring ways to create new avenues for thriving in 
academia. Support systems, too, are tremendously valuable to graduate students 
who often find themselves working in isolation. We hope that you will be able to 
expand your collegial networks and learn from one another.
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Announcement 
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Announcement 

 

 

mailto:tatiana.konrad@univie.ac.at
mailto:tatiana.konrad@univie.ac.at
mailto:b.taylor@exeterpress.co.uk
https://www.exeterpress.co.uk/collections/environment-senses-and-emotions
https://msupress.org/search-results-grid/?keyword=tatiana+konrad&series=environment-health-and-well-being
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Member News  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://calgaryartsdevelopment.com/living-a-creative-life/calgary-poet-laureates/clara-a-b-joseph/
https://www.wlupress.wlu.ca/Books/R/Reading-with-My-Grandmother
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https://revistas.usal.es/dos/index.php/2254-1179/index
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https://people.ucd.ie/bulat.rakhimzianov
https://www.academicstudiespress.com/9798887191478/
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On the cover: Three Birds, 2003, ink on paper, by Damon Badger Heit. Badger Heit holds a BA in Indian Art and English from the First Nations 

University of Canada, is a member of the Mistawasis First Nation, and resides in Regina. His art-making is education-based, and he has worked 

as an art instructor for youth programs in schools through organizations like the MacKenzie Art Gallery and Common Weal Inc., producing a 

number of public art works with youth at Regina's Connaught and Thompson Community Schools. Damon currently works as the Coordinator of 

First Nations and Métis Initiatives at SaskCulture Inc., a non-profit volunteer-driven organization that supports cultural activity throughout the 

province. 
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